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Driven by compassion, social responsibility and the desire to make a positive impact, the American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit 164 makes a difference in our Katy community. By working with our veterans, our 
schools, our non-profit organizations and our community voices, we prove that meaningful change is 
possible when people come together for a common purpose. 

Since 2018 our unit has been the driving force behind our local Wreaths Across America national 
ceremony to “Remember. Honor. Teach.” Every December we lay a wreath on each of the 575 
veterans’ graves at the Katy Magnolia Cemetery. Gathering sponsorships on 5 different weekends we 
set up our branded Unit 164 tables outside local businesses. The ceremony itself reflects our 
commitment to our veterans and community with over 400 attendees including our mayor and state 
representative, American Legion commander and numerous dignitaries. The ceremonial wreaths are 
laid by veterans; the honor guard and sea cadets post the colors; the Katy Youth Choir sings patriotic 
songs; and representatives from our local youth organizations lead the pledge and explain the meaning 
of the wreath. At the District level we established the District 22 Wreaths Across America ceremony at 
Soldiers Rest, 6900 Lawndale St, Houston and have continued our support for the past 3 years.  

As the primary team behind the 9th year of our monthly Breakfast with our Veterans, we plan the 
menus, execute the meal production, serve our veterans and community visitors, provide the raffle 
baskets, the Kids Activity Table and work with local volunteer organizations. The key to the success of 
this event is the opportunity for veterans to meet each other and share their stories. The overall result 
is an atmosphere of friendship and community spirit enjoyed by 125 or more guests.  

Creating an annual event in 2019 called Pies for Hope has raised community awareness for Camp Hope 
(part of the PTSD Foundation). For 3 weekends in the fall we set up tables outside local businesses and 
solicit donations to provide Thanksgiving pies for Camp Hope. This year we delivered over 100 pies and 
a $500 check for turkeys. 

This is the 5th year that Unit 164 has organized the ceremony celebrating the heroism and selflessness 
of the Four Chaplains. Each year we hold the event at a different church within the Katy community 
featuring local ministers and rabbis. We partner with the Four Chaplains Foundation to honor those 
citizens that exemplify the service and character shown that day on the USS Dorchester. We have 
honored Auxiliary members VA&R Rep Joanne Crawford, Past National President Carlene Ashworth 
from the Auxiliary, and Past Department Commander Lynn Sparks. 
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For 5 years a big, bright yellow box with “FIREWORKS” emblazoned on its side has drawn our 
community to support our Post 164 veterans. Alongside our Legionnaires we set it up, tear it down and 
manage and work the shifts. 

Actively engaging with our local First Responders, for the 5th year we supported the Katy Fire 
Department with their Pancake Breakfast with Santa. Funds raised through our raffle baskets went to 
scholarships for their EMTs and Firefighters. Each year Post 164 recognizes the finest of our Katy 
firefighters, paramedics and police at the First Responders Annual Awards Dinner. The Auxiliary’s 
assistance has been critical providing the script and programs, the decorations, ambience, appetizers 
and door prizes. Patriot’s Day, commemorating 9/11, allowed us to showcase our First Responders of 
HCESD 48 and our local Precinct 5 Constables. We invited the community and local dignitaries to 
attend an afternoon of fun, food and education. Over 100 members of the community thanked our 
First Responders for all they do. Helping us at our Trunk or Treat Day, HCESD 48 passed out fire hats 
and let the kids climb on their fire truck. 

Festivals, parades, Expos and sponsorship tables give us an opportunity to pass out 6000 flags to kids of 
all ages.  On any given weekend we set up our branded Auxiliary tables in front of a local business 
gathering sponsorships, passing out poppies for Memorial Day or sharing information about our Legion 
Family while our National Honor Society Students apply patriotic tattoos.  

Texas Bluebonnet Girls State is a key program shared between ALA Unit 164, KISD and various private 
and home schools. Over the past 8 years we have sent 262 citizens to this prestigious national program 
which teaches the duties, privileges, and responsibilities of being an American citizen – “together they 
learn by doing”. ALA Unit 164 raises funds for scholarships through our annual Wreaths Across America 
$5 back program; KISD provides one scholarship for each of the their 10 high schools, school principals 
fund additional students; plus the ROTC Booster Club, the National Charity League, the Girl Scouts and 
local businesses provide additional scholarships. 

Other Auxiliary programs that involve KISD partnership are the Americanism Essay Contest; the 
celebration of National Education Week; Teacher Appreciation Week; our annual donation of 100 
backpacks filled with school supplies; Local Education Scholarships; The American Legion School 
Awards Medal Program and the Oratorical Contest. 

We maintain a strong alliance with our community partners and our monthly Stakeholder’s Meeting 
creates a unified effort to serve our veterans in Katy. We exchange news, event planning and 
information. Numerous projects involve the VFW 9182 Post and Auxiliary, Katy Christian Ministries, 
Combined Arms, the Houston Vet Center, HEB, the VA Clinic and Precinct 4. Events include the KCM 
Veterans Picnic, Turkeys for Vets, the adoption of Veterans Christmas Families, and the Fall Freedom 
Fest. Twice monthly the Unit joins the Post at a branded information table outside our local VA clinic 
and dispenses information to all those entering the clinic. 
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The Ballard House in Katy provides free, temporary housing for individuals and caregivers undergoing 
serious medical treatment in Houston. This is our 3rd year supporting this organization by providing 
quarterly dinners and homemade throw blankets for the 50 residents. 

Estimated donation for activities = $12,235 
Estimated hours = 1883 

 

Respectfully submitted,  
Community Service Committee  
ALA Unit 164  
22125 Kingsland Blvd.  
Katy TX 77450 
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